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Week 1 (October 2): The Foundations
Stewardship Done Right and Done Wrong

Genesis 4:1-16
Memory Verse: Genesis 4:7
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The opening chapters of  the Bible take a turn for the worse very quickly. Genesis 1-
2 detail the wonders of  creation, the perfection of  Eden, and the shameless 
vulnerability of  Adam and Eve in relationship not only with one another, but also 
God Himself. However, in Genesis 3 both Adam and Eve sin against God, under the 
temptation of  Satan speaking through a serpent, bringing imperfection into 
perfection, and death (the payment for sin) and pain into the world. This affects 
every aspect of  creation, from the weeds and thorns of  the field, to the sweat on 
Adam’s brow, and the pain of  childbirth for Eve. This would continue to ripple into 
more and more pain for humanity, as illustrated in the story of  Cain and Abel in 
Genesis 4.

ICEBREAKER (Group Discussion Questions)
Depending on your group, some of  these questions may best fit as rhetorical questions. Feel 

free to use your own judgment.

1. Can you remember a time when you didn’t put forth much effort in a task 
(schoolwork, chore, work, etc.) and it caught up with you?

2. Have you ever made a poor decision due to jealousy clouding your mind?

3. Have you ever thought someone else was the problem, only to later realize that 
the problem was actually you?



First Thoughts

Jealousy, sibling rivalry, and uncontrolled anger have been with us 
from the earliest chapters of  human history, as this story 
illustrates. One of  the curses of  the fall was that often the 

greatest strife and deepest hurt would come from the people 

who are closest to us. We have probably all been in situations 
where we have hurt the people who love us the most through our 
own selfishness, anger, carelessness, or ungratefulness.

Understand the Context

God spoke several curses, as consequence for their sin, to Adam 
and Eve (as well as the serpent and Satan). Adam would have to 
struggle to provide for his household, and face pain and ultimately 
death because of  his sin. Eve would look to the leadership of  her 
husband, and pain would be evident in her bearing of  children. As 
the passage continues in Genesis 4 we find out that not only was 

the Lord speaking of  the process of  giving birth, but that the 

fall would create pain and difficulty in parenting.
Even here at the very beginning, the Lord set up a system 

whereby Adam and Eve and their family would sacrifice a portion 
from the blessings that God had given to them. When we examine 
the call to giving back to the Lord from what He has blessed us 
with, we realize that this practice goes back to the earliest 
chapters of  human history. From the beginning, God knew that 
true worship from His people would mean a thankful giving 
response back to Him.

Cain was a gardener, and Abel was a shepherd. Some have 
thought through the years that the reason Cain’s sacrifice was not 
accepted was because God desired an animal sacrifice and not an 
agricultural one, but this does not seem to match the message of  
the passage itself. When we read the text itself, a different picture 
emerges.

Explore the Text (4:1-16)

The word “know” is used a lot in Genesis 3-4. The tree of  the 
“knowledge” of  good and evil is central to all that happens. Upon 
their sin, Adam and Eve “knew” that they were naked and hid from 

Key Idea

Stewardship
The attitude of  our 

hearts is revealed in 
how we sacrificially 
respond back to what 
God has blessed us 
with. 



the Lord. Here in the opening verse of  Genesis 4 Adam “knew” 
his wife and she conceived and bore Cain. Cain may have been the 
absolute first born child, or perhaps the first born son with an 
older sister(s). Consider that even in the time of  Jesus, while His 
brothers are named for us (Mark 6, Matt 13), none of  His multiple 
sisters are. After all, by the end of  Genesis 4 Cain will have a wife, 
and she was more than likely his sister. If  Cain had older female 
siblings, it may give Eve’s statement that she has “gotten a man” a 
bit more emphasis as they may have been waiting on a son.

Regardless, the emphasis is placed on two sons – Cain and 
Abel. The narrative then moves right into their roles as young 
adults or adults, and the extent of  their character is summed up in 
how they give back to the Lord. The same is true for us. Despite 

whatever else we may do for the Lord, or what others think of  

us, our attitude in what we give back to Him in time, talents, 

and resources speaks volumes for where our heart is. 
Remember Jesus’ words – “where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.”

Question for Discussion: 
Has there been a time in your life when how someone SHOWED 
you that they loved you meant more than what they could have 
TOLD you about their love for you?

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Offerings Compared (v. 3-4)

If  we were to read this passage through too quickly we might 
miss some important details that are almost in-between the lines. 
First we see that Cain’s offering is described with the phrase “in 
the course of  time.” Abel’s offering is said to have been from the 
“firstborn” of  his flock, with a full giving of  that animal. (For 
context, in the ancient world fat was the most highly regarded 
part of  the animal because fat allows for nutrients, calories, etc. to 
be absorbed, and consuming fat was important to stay healthy and 
not starve. We think of  fat differently in our time where food is 
plenteous, but in Abel’s day, the fat was the most important part 
of  the animal).

Verses 3-4
In the course of time
Cain brought to the
Lord an offering of the
fruit of the ground, and
Abel also brought of
the firstborn of His
flock and of their fat
portions. And the Lord
had regard for Abel and
his offering, but for Cain

and his offering He had
no regard. So Cain was
very angry and his face
fell.



So the text seems to say that Cain “got around” to his offering 
eventually, in the course of  time, while Abel gave of  the first 
blessings of  his livestock. And so, while Cain seemed to eventually 
give from what he brought in (apparently not from the first or 
best), Abel gave first and best from what God blessed him with. 
This is why Cain’s offering was not received with favor, and Abel’s 
was given regard by the Lord.

Parallel Context: A Vineyard and a Threshing Floor

1 Kings 21 and 2 Samuel 24:21-25

You may be familiar with the story of  Ahab and a man named 
Naboth, who owned a vineyard that king Ahab wanted. You can 
read about this story in 1 Kings 21 if  you like, but since the 
chapter is fairly long, I will summarize the story here.

King Ahab wanted a vineyard that didn’t belong to him, and 
when Naboth, the owner of  the vineyard told him no, Ahab went 
home and began to pout. His wife Jezebel decided to take matters 
into her own hands, and had Naboth falsely accused, murdered, 
and his property given over to Ahab. This action sealed the fate of  
both Ahab and Jezebel, as Elijah was sent immediately to them to 
pronounce their doom.

That is obviously an extreme example, but it shows the result 
of  someone making their desires the most important thing. Desire 
led to greed, led to malice, led to murder, led to consequences for 
their sin. 

NOW, compare that to the narrative about King David 
involving a threshing floor in 2 Samuel 24. King David was being 
judged for sinning against the Lord, and he is told by Gad, a 
prophet, to buy a threshing floor for sacrifice. Amazingly, upon 
going to the threshing floor, the owner offers him all that he wants 
and more at no cost. What could be better, right? Here is where 
we see part of  David’s heart and understanding of  the Lord 
displayed. David responds in saying that he would not take these 
things for free, but would pay the price for them. David says, “I 
will not offer…to the Lord my God that which costs me nothing.”

We have to remember this as well – that love that costs us 
nothing is not the kind of  love that God truly honors. Worship 
that costs us nothing, obedience that costs us nothing, and 
sacrifice that costs us nothing is missing the kind of  response

Key Idea

Sacrifice
Our love for the Lord is 
shown in sacrifice, just 
as His love for us is 
shown in His giving of  
Jesus for our sake.

2 Samuel 24:21-25

24 But the king said to 
Araunah, “No, but I will 
buy it from you for a 
price. I will not offer 
burnt offerings to 
the LORD my God that 
cost me nothing.” So 
David bought the 
threshing floor and the 
oxen for fifty shekels of  
silver.



that God calls us to. Consider this verse on God’s love for us. 

But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: while we were still 

sinners Christ died for us. Romans 5:8 (NIV)

God’s love for us was demonstrated in sacrifice. None of  us will 
ever be able to give as much as what God has given to us, but we 
are reminded that what God did to SHOW His love said far more 
than words could simply tell on their own.

God Confronts Cain (v. 6-7)

Now back to the narrative about Cain and Abel in Genesis 4. Cain 
responds with a couple of  emotions: anger and despair. Cain 
seemed to be angry (most likely at Abel and the Lord instead of  
himself). 

Why is it so easy to get angry at others instead of  evaluating 

whether we are the ones at fault?

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Cain not only becomes angry, perhaps spinning narratives in his 
own mind about how it is the fault of  his brother or the Lord 
instead of  his own fault, but also, “his face fell” (v. 5). Despair or 
depression is probably the best way to take this. It brought him 
down to not receive favor. I believe we are the same way. Even if  
we know we don’t deserve something, it still hurts to have others 
acknowledge it. Even if  you knew you weren’t one of  the best 12 
basketball players in the school, it still hurt to hear your name not 
called out by the coach on the day of  final cuts. Hearing others 

acknowledge your faults is one of  the most painful 

experiences in life, isn’t it?

It is then that God confronts Cain, not willing to let him place the 
blame somewhere else other than where it truly belongs (himself). 
God is merciful and gracious to us, but thankfully He doesn’t 
confirm our pity parties. He speaks gentle truth. 



We see clearly in verse 7 that the problem wasn’t what “type” of  
offering, but the effort and heart behind it. Instead of  getting 
around to giving from his harvest “in the course of  time”, he 
needed to set aside from the first of  what was harvested. Instead 
of  giving what may have been easier to give, which cost him little, 
he needed to like Abel give of  the best of  what he had. God tends 
to speak softly to us through His word repeatedly that the process 
for being made right is quite simple. God hasn’t called us to a 
complicated relationship. We make it complicated in how we act 
and react, instead of  simply being obedient.

BIG Thought Words:

Anthropomorphic (Ann – throw – poe – MORPH – ick) –
assigning human characteristics to non-human or even non-living 
things. In this case, to sin.

In what ways does God describe what sin does to us in human 
terms in Genesis 4:7?

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

How could Cain have reacted better, and heeded the Lord’s advice 
instead of  what he ended up doing?

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Consequences, Regret, and Grace

Genesis 4:8-16

Cain kills his brother. Perhaps intentionally, perhaps in a fit of  
rage. Perhaps planned with malice. Perhaps a momentary bad 
decision. Some have said that Cain may not have even known it 
was possible to kill his brother. After all, no human had ever died 
before. There’s much we don’t know, but we know that Cain 
murdered his brother.

Genesis 4:7

If you do well, will you
not be accepted? And if
you do not do well, sin
is crouching at the door.
Its desire is for you, but
you must rule over it.

Compare

What is similar between
what God says to Cain
compared to what Jesus
says to Peter in Luke
22:31-32? How does
Jesus describe Satan’s
desire towards Peter
and the disciples?



Regardless of  how it happened, Abel’s blood cried out from the 
ground to the Lord. (Yes, this is probably anthropomorphic 
language. See you thought you’d never say that again!). Abel, the 
righteous victim whose blood cried out from the ground 
foreshadowed the innocent, righteous One (the Lord Jesus) who 
would shed His blood on our behalf, and His blood would cry out 
for our justification (making us righteous) instead of  to condemn 
us.

Cain failed in the biggest way possible. Imagine the heartache not 
only he felt, but his father and mother! Amazingly, all of  this 
stemmed back to a hard heart and tight fists when it came to 
responding back to the Lord in thankfulness. Even in His 
punishment to Cain, God was gracious. He allowed Cain a chance 
to live, and not only that, to be protected. Perhaps by the time of  
this event (the Bible goes on to say that Adam fathered Seth when 
he was 130 years old, for example) Cain had numerous siblings, 
cousins, nieces/nephews. He knew his family members would want 
vindication against him. God protected him even in punishing him.

Cain’s life serves as a warning for us. Amazingly, it all began with 
stewardship. The sibling rivalry, the anger, despair, blame, and 
even violence all came down to an unwillingness to respond in 
thankfulness back to the Lord from what He had so graciously 
given.

How could the Lord be speaking to our hearts today to challenge 
us, even in grace, to respond in thankfulness more consistently 
with our resources, our time, our priorities?

Thoughts to make note of: 

Feel free to add any thoughts that this study has brought about in 
your heart and mind, for prayer before the Lord.

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

God’s grace
Even in God’s 

punishment of  us, His 
grace is evident. The 

key is in how we 
respond to Him. Will 
we harden our hearts 
like Cain, or we will 

soften our hearts and 
walk in forgiveness and 
restoration? Because of  

Jesus, grace is always 
available to those who 

would receive it.



Epilogue Illustration
Cain & Abel
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sheep Thief  or Saint?

And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, 

lest any finding him should kill him. Gen. 4:15

The story is told of  two brothers, convicted of  stealing sheep, who were branded 
on the forehead with the letters ST, to indicate “sheep thief.” The one couldn’t bear 
the stigma, became bitter, and moved away. Eventually he died and was forgotten. 
The other brother chose a different course. He said, “I can’t run from what I did, so 
I’ll stay here and win back the respect of  my neighbors and myself.” As the years 
passed, he built a solid reputation for integrity. One day a stranger saw him, now an 
old man, with the letters on his forehead. He asked a townsman what they signified. 
“It happened a long time ago,” said the villager. “I’ve forgotten the particulars, but I 
think the letters are an abbreviation for ‘saint’”.
Cain too was a marked man who, like that first brother in the story, never thought 
beyond the severity of  his punishment to the severity of  his sin. He didn’t realize 
that his “brand” was a blessing as well as a curse. It held in check the vengeance of  
his fellowmen so that he wouldn’t be killed. God was granting Cain an opportunity 
to acknowledge his wrong, to plead for mercy, and to wipe out his reputation as a 
murderer. How tragic that he chose not to! 
A bad reputation doesn’t have to be permanent. Because Christ died for our sins, His 
forgiveness wipes the slate clean, and His power enables us to live a new life. If  
you’ve never done so, repent and trust Him as your Savior. If  you have received 
Jesus but have since made a mess of  your life, return to Him. He’ll give you grace 
and power to build a new reputation.

Once I was foolish, and sin ruled my heart,

Causing my footsteps from God to depart;

Jesus has found me, happy my case—
I now am a sinner saved by grace!

- Gray

THOUGHT: You may have had a bad start in life, but you need not have a bad 
ending.

Taken from Our Daily Bread, Friday, August 20



Week 2 (October 9) 

The Great Delusion & Solution
Stewardship Looks to God’s Provision, and Brings Freedom

Luke 12:13-34
Memory Verse: Luke 12:34
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In Luke 12, Jesus gives several instructions on the impact of  what we chase, hoard, 
and worry about. Many Bibles show headings like “The Parable of  the Rich Fool” 
and “Do Not Worry” over these 2 passages. They go together in a beautiful way. 
The first passage gives a warning about losing our dependence on God in trying to 
gather all we can for ourselves. In the second part, Jesus gives some of  the most 
encouraging verses in the New Testament about God’s love, care, and provision for 
us – so then, we don’t need to be consumed with worry, or putting so much of  an 
emphasis on wealth and “stuff ” that it impacts our faithfulness to the Lord.

ICEBREAKER (Group Discussion Questions)
Depending on your group, some of  these questions may best fit as rhetorical questions. Feel 

free to use your own judgment.

1. Has there ever been something that you collected, and you got really into 
(Examples might be things like baseball cards, beanie babies, commemorative 
plates, etc.)? Did your enthusiasm eventually cool? If  so, why?

2. What kind of  things/thoughts have you found help to calm you when you deal 
with anxiety and worry? 



First Thoughts (taken from the Holman NT Commentary Luke)

David Redding, in his book A Rose Will Grow Anywhere tells of  a 
dear friend of  his son who became a top investment counselor. He 
had more money than he could use and seemed to have it made. He 
didn’t need to depend on anyone, since he controlled his own 
destiny. Then he began using his resources to try some of  life’s 
exciting experiences. Soon he was totally dependent on drugs. His 
large income could not pay for his habit. Crime became the source 
of  income to buy cocaine. Soon he was in a prison cell dependent 
on hardened criminals just to stay alive. He suffered pain, 
embarrassment, shame, and humiliation beyond description. Still, 
this dependence was not as bad as his drug dependence had been.

Using brute strength and determination, Bob soon climbed 
near the top of  the prison pecking order. Still, the hurt was too 
much to bear. He had to find help. He retreated to the darkest 
corner in the cell and bowed before God. Gradually, this became a 
nightly habit. Soon an inmate with deep psychological problems 
began asking, “Bob, aren’t you going to say a prayer for us 
tonight?” Gradually, others joined in until fifteen of  the inmates 
were on their knees with him each night. Bob concluded: “Even if  
I could be paroled right now, I’d refuse. I’m having the best time 
I’ve ever had in my life. I’ve never imagined being so close to God. 
Don’t worry about me. I’m praying for you.”

Luke 12 forces us into the same kind of  decision. Which life do 
we want? A life dependent on things of  this world, or a life with 
no guarantee of  any of  the world’s goods but close to God? The 
financial counselor turned drug addict turned prison inmate 
turned friend of  God made many choices—dependence on money, 
on drugs, on other prisoners, on his own strength and 
determination, on God. This chapter asks you to see where you are 
in your pilgrimage through life. What do you refuse to give up to 
be close to God? What will it take for you to trust God more than 
you trust something or someone in this world?



Understand the Context

Luke particularly brings out many of  Jesus’ statements about 
money, wealth, and the Greek word mammon, which perhaps 
translates best as a combination of  wealth and “stuff.” The 
opening parable is about someone who has his sights set on 
possessing enough to put his soul at ease. In essence, he is placing 
his hope in his possessions to keep him from having any 
dependence on God, and his drive to possess and control his 
destiny clouds his judgement from the truth.

It’s important for us to recognize that Jesus doesn’t 
demonize wealth or those who are wealthy, necessarily. After 

all, the Bible does not say that “money is the root of  all evil,” 
it says that the “love of  money is the root of  all evil.” As we 
read the Bible, not only in the Old Testament, but also in the New 
Testament, we at times see righteous people who are wealthy, and 
unrighteous people who are poor, and of  course we see the 
opposite of  that at times as well. So then, we don’t need to think 
that Jesus’ desire is for us all to be poor. Thankfully, that is not the 
case. There are some poor people who are obsessed with money 
and greed, and there are some wealthy people who have a great 
dependence on God and desire to honor Him with their resources.  
Our best response is to heed Jesus’ warnings on the deceptiveness 
of  riches, and the way our sinful flesh draws us into placing too 
much hope in temporal things like wealth, possessions, etc.

Explore the Text (12:13-21)

The occasion for this parable is the comment that someone makes 
to Jesus about wanting his part of  the inheritance. Someone in the 
crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” Jesus’ sermon time was now interrupted 
with a request for financial intervention. We don’t know the 
circumstances of  who was right and wrong, selfish and unselfish, 
entitled or not included. Jesus knew the circumstances perfectly 
though, and tells a story of  warning.

Key Idea

Stewardship
We are meant to 
understand that all that 
we have comes from 
God. This not only 
should keep us from 
placing too much value 
on wealth, but it should 
encourage us that God 
cares for His children 
and sees to our needs.



Unfortunately, financial squabbles impact far too many families, 
even families of  Christians. Brothers, sisters, children, and parents 
at times have irreversible damage done over suspicion, different 
expectations, or any number of  parts of  the process for how 
inheritance is distributed. The problem that Jesus speaks into is 
still very much with us today. Jesus doesn’t make light of  the issue 
that is raised, but He does remind us all where our hope is found.

The rich man described in the parable had a huge harvest, and 
has to decide how to deal with it. He has several interesting 
thoughts as to how to react. The entirety of  his thought process 
seems to take place in a moment, before he really gets anywhere

1. He begins to make plans to rearrange and destroy his current 
farm in order to plan for this as a regular occurrence. After 
all, a harvest can be unpredictable, but the rich man plans for 
it to continue each year. He will no doubt waste much of  his 
profit into expecting it to always be that way.

2. Notice how many times the word “I” is used. This man takes 
no consideration for anyone besides himself. Not only for the 
wealth from his crops, but even in regard to his soul. He feels 
that he has finally taken control of  his life completely.

3. He seems to have forgotten the temporary nature of  his 
crops. There are some crops that could be stored for lengthy 
periods of  time, but by and large a harvest like this could only 
be stored for a certain amount of  time. His ignorance perhaps 
shapes his lack of  understanding about perishable goods, 
pests like mice, or even what he is going to do with this crop 
while all of  these barns are being built! This highlights how 
foolish it is for us to place our hope in earthly wealth.

It is then that God speaks to him that his time has come. All the 
wealth and gain he had could not buy him one more moment of  
life. Elsewhere Jesus said, “he who wants to save his life will lose 
it” and “what good is it to gain the whole world, and to forfeit 
one’s soul?” This man’s primary problem was not his gaining of  
wealth, but how that wealth produced a reckless, greedy, selfish 
abandon of  dependence on the Lord and concern for anyone 
besides himself.

Monopoly

“I love Monopoly. I’m a 
consummate 
entrepreneur. I like 
taking something, 
crafting and building it 
to then see how I can 
expand it more…My 
main goal is to purchase 
Park Place and 
Boardwalk because they 
are the most valuable 
properties on the board. 
If I get those 2 pieces of 
property, then I’ve begun 
building Mr. Evan’s 
neighborhood. I will put 
up some green houses 
and start charging 
you…There is also a 
depressing time when I 
am playing Monopoly. 
That is when the game is 
over. It is then that I’m 
reminded it was all a 
game. When the game is 
over all the green houses, 
the red hotels, and all 
that paper money must 
go back in the box. Then 
we close the box and I 
come back to the real 
world.

One day they are going 
to close the box. When 
they do, it will not 
matter what you left 
behind because its going 
to someone else. When 
they close the box, what 
will matter is what you 
forwarded ahead. What 
time, talents, and 
treasures you had that 
had eternity attached to 
them.”

-Tony Evans



Do Not Be Anxious (v. 22-34)

Jesus now turns his attention to anxiety and worry, after 
completing the parable about the rich fool. He says the word, 
“therefore” to indicate that it is in light of  what He just said that 
we can relieve ourselves from worry and anxiety.

Years ago there was a Bob Newhart sketch (Bob of  course 
being one of  the great kings of  dry humor) where he played the 
part of  a therapist. After presenting his patient with the fact that 
her session would only cost $5 and take 5 minutes, he proceeded to 
hear her problems. As she went through the areas of  difficulty she 
had been facing, and resulting fear and anxiety, Bob said that her 
solution was found in just 2 words. As she prepared to write the 
words down, Bob said, “No, you won’t need to do that. I think 
you’ll remember.” Amazed she looked up at him as he said, “Here’s 
the 2 words: STOP IT!” Despite her confusion, and additional 
questions, he continued to just drive home those 2 words again 
and again – “Stop it! Stop it! Stop it!”

The humor in the sketch came from the audacity of  a therapist 
thinking that somehow yelling “stop it” was going to help anyone 
with their anxiety. Sometimes in the Christian community we 

have wrongfully had a “stop it!” attitude when talking about 
anxiety, fear, worry, depression, etc. I believe there is much hope 
in what Jesus says about this here in Luke 12. Before we do that, 
could we actually start in perhaps the most famous verses on 
anxiety in the Bible – Philippians 4:5-7

Parallel Passage – Phil 4:5-7

Many of  us are familiar with Philippians 4:6-7, but verse 5 is 
sometimes left out of  our memory. We often start with the phrase, 
“Do not be anxious about anything…” I don’t know about you, but 
starting with a command to not be anxious does little more than 
discourage my heart. How can I just “stop it?” As the verse goes 
on, we see a great amount of  encouragement in prayer and 
supplication (bringing requests and needs before God), so that lifts 
us up, and obviously the peace of  verse 7 is tremendously 
encouraging. But there is something missing, in my opinion, if  we 
start with verse 6.

Philippians 4:5-7

5 Let your 
reasonableness be 

known to everyone. The 
Lord is at hand; 6 do not 

be anxious about 
anything, but in 

everything by prayer 
and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your 

requests be made 
known to 

God. 7 And the peace of  
God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ 

Jesus.

Key Idea

God’s Presence
The start of  dealing 
with anxiety and worry 
is recognizing that God 
is present with His 
people. He never leaves, 
forsakes, or lacks 
intention with us – we 
can trust Him in all 
areas including our 
provision each day.



A man named Robert Estienne added our modern verse and 
chapter numbers in the New Testament in the 1500s. By and large 
these verse divisions have been a huge blessing. Imagine not being 
able to tell someone how to quickly get to John 3:16, Romans 5:8, 
etc. However, there is at least one place where I question brother 
Robert’s verse divisions, and that is in Philippians 4.

If  you read verse 5, you’ll see that the key to understanding 
verse 6 properly is what comes at the end of  verse 5. Many 
translations show a verse break mid-sentence! If  you were to not 
consider the verse division for a moment, the complete thought 
would read: “The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about 
anything…” So then, our hope for dealing with anxiety is not 

simply “stop it!”, but instead realizing that the Lord’s 
presence is near. THAT is why we need not worry, and THAT is 
the truth we can speak to ourselves when we deal with difficult 
emotions. In that comfort, we can wade through grief, anxiety, 
stress, guilt, depression, and difficult emotion – with the gentle 
constant reminder that God is not absent, not withdrawn, and not 
without working in and around us when we look to Him.

Do Not Be Anxious – cont. (v. 22-34)

Now, back to our passage in Luke 12. In light of  Philippians 4, 
Jesus will speak the same truth to those listening. God’s presence 
and provision is the reason we don’t need to give in to worry, 
anxiety, etc. Almost no one can keep themselves completely from 
any form of  worry and anxiety. This passage does not teach that it 
is wrong to ever experience negative emotion. I believe that it does 
teach that we are not to “lean into” those emotions, or be 
consumed with those emotions. Jesus’ reassurances are what our 
minds and hearts need to hear when we face difficulty like that.

Jesus, still in this theme of  stewardship, says that we need not 
worry/be anxious about the means of  life – food, clothing, 
provision – because God is ultimately in control of  all of  that. 
This does NOT mean that we are not to plan, be faithful providers, 
or responsible. It does mean that we are not to be consumed with 
things beyond our control, because God has those things under 
His control.

Jesus even gives the ultimate truth about worry and anxiety –
it accomplishes nothing. At its core, worry and anxiety are really 
about trying to control things that we cannot control. The reason

Philippians 4:5-7

5 Let your 
reasonableness be 

known to everyone. The 
Lord is at hand; 6 do not 

be anxious about 
anything, but in 

everything by prayer 
and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your 

requests be made 
known to 

God. 7 And the peace of  
God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ 

Jesus.

Luke 12:25

And which of  you by 
being anxious can add a 
single hour to his span 

of  life?



they leave us feeling so terrible is because we don’t have control in 
the areas of  health, wealth, people’s opinions of  us, circumstances 
beyond our control, etc. 

Jesus, almost mocking the futility of  worry, said that worry 
cannot add a single hour to our lives, and so what good is it? He 
then compares us to flowers, ravens, and the grass of  the field. 
That might seem strange at first, but passages like James 1:10-11, 
remind us that like the grass of  the field our lives are temporary 
and quickly done in comparison with eternity. In some strange 
way, the temporary problems we face actually seem lighter when 
we realize that in 100 years no one will concern themselves or 
know anything about them. No matter how great, our problems 
are temporary outside of  our relationship with Christ.

Not only does Jesus tell those listening that they don’t need to 
worry because of  God’s provision, but He also warns them about a 
life that is just built on accumulation of  wealth. When He says 
that all the nations of  the world seek after these things, what He 
literally means is that this is how people act when they don’t know 
God. Wow! That puts perspective on our anxiety and selfishness 
doesn’t it? As believers we need to have different priorities, and 
the truth is that those who put their hope in accumulating things 
for themselves will be disappointed. Godly stewardship enables 

us to use what God has given us for His purposes, and in 

doing so we find a greater purpose and fulfillment than when 

we are only concerned with our own desires, worries, and 

cares.

Conclusion (v. 32-34)

To close this passage, Jesus calls his disciples out of  fear, and uses 
a tender term, “little flock”, to describe all of  us. We are simply 
sheep who need guidance, and God in His mercy guides us in ways 
that He knows we need. Jesus even says that it is the Father’s 
“good pleasure” to do this for us.
God is not a harsh landlord,
reluctantly giving the leftovers
to His children. Instead, He is
a God who knows what we
need before we ask, and He 
ENJOYS giving us what He
knows we need to bring us to

Luke 12:29-31

29 And do not seek 
what you are to eat and 
what you are to drink, 

nor be 

worried. 30 For all the 
nations of  the world 

seek after these things, 
and your Father knows 

that you need 
them. 31 Instead, seek

His kingdom, and 
these things will be 

added to you.

James 1:9-11

9 Let the lowly brother 

boast in his 

exaltation, 10and the 

rich in his humiliation, 

because like a flower of 

the grass he will pass 

away. 11For the sun 

rises with its scorching 

heat and withers the 

grass; its flower falls, 

and its beauty perishes. 

So also will the rich man 

fade away in the midst 

of his pursuits.



the growth, understanding, provision, and future that He has 
prepared. And so, Jesus went on to say this leads us to a sacrificial 
response – selling and giving. For Jesus’ listeners, they needed to 
understand that some of  what they had been blessed with had 
kingdom purposes for what God desired to do.

One of  the early American thinkers, a man named Henry David 
Thoreau, stated the quote that you see here to your left. One 
adapter of  this quote said, “money is what we exchange our life 
for.” In the mundane everyday circumstances of  our life, what a 
blessing that God has a higher purpose for what He has given to 
us than simply our own holding onto it. It is not wrong to enjoy 
the blessings that God has bestowed on us, by any stretch. We 
shouldn’t hear Jesus’ words as an indictment against enjoying His 
blessing. We should hear His heart for how eternity should shape 
our time, talents, resources, and sacrifice. 

Jesus reminds us that earthly treasures spoil and fade. Eternal 
things face no threat from thieves, moths, and the fading 
destruction of  time. Jesus closes with this summarizing statement 
– “for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” When 
our hearts are consumed with treasure and priorities that are 
earthly, we are not only prone to missing great things that God 
could accomplish, but also to becoming more dependent on 
ourselves than we are on God. We can be like the rich fool, and we 
can be guilty of  turning inward. We are more easily prey to 
anxiety, worry, fear, and other controlling emotions.

But, if  we begin with the great truth that the Lord is near, and 
live our lives outwardly from there, how could God work in our 
hearts, lives, and resources for His glory? How would God 
challenge you to be involved in His purposes in a greater way in 
terms of  time, giving of  your resources, and in the passions of  
your heart?

Questions for Discussion

1. Do you think there is a connection between self-dependence 
and anxiety and worry? How do Jesus’ words speak into that?

2. In what ways do you think the presence of  God can be our 
great hope in times of  difficulty?

3. What are ways that God’s people can give of  their time, 
resources, and gifting to serve the Lord more faithfully?

Quote

The price of  anything is 

the amount of  life that 

you exchange for it.

- Henry David Thoreau



Week 3 (October 16) 

But Lord, I Want…
Stewardship Recognizes that God’s Plans are Higher & Better

2 Kings 20
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

During the summer, our curriculum took us through 1-2 Kings. Thankfully, 2 Kings 
20 was not covered. So we have the blessing of  having studied 1-2 Kings for context, 
but not duplicating this passage from a recent lesson. The kingdom of  Israel was 
split into 2 kingdoms shortly after Solomon’s death. The northern kingdom of  Israel 
was led by wicked kings, and abandoned God almost entirely during the time leading 
up to the Assyrian and then Babylonian exiles. The southern kingdom, Judah, 
struggled to remain faithful to the Lord. Their story is more of  a roller coaster ride. 
King Hezekiah, the subject of  our passage today, was a high point in Judah’s history. 
He was faithful to the Lord, and restored much of  what had been forgotten, to bring 
back his people to faithful worship of  the Lord. Sadly, not only was he preceded by an 
evil king(Ahaz – his father), but he would be followed by an evil king as well 
(Manasseh – his son). It didn’t have to be this way. Hezekiah sought the Lord at a 
time of  difficulty, and the Lord relented on His plan in order to show mercy to 
Hezekiah. Unfortunately, this mercy impacted a lot of  other people tragically.

ICEBREAKER (Group Discussion Questions)
Depending on your group, some of  these questions may best fit as rhetorical questions. Feel 

free to use your own judgment.

1. Do you have any “what-ifs” in your past? What if  I had taken that job? What if  
my loved one hadn’t passed away? What if  I had not made that huge mistake?

2. How do we balance knowing that God hears our prayers and is moved with 
knowing that God’s will is best and right?



First Thoughts

One of  the most well-known science fiction novels of  all time is a 
book called The Time Machine by H.G. Wells. The story of  The 

Time Machine resonated with people even in a time before 
airplanes, space travel, or for many even electricity and indoor 
plumbing! How could a science fiction story captivate people like 
this in the year 1895?

The simple answer is that time travel deals with several of  our 
deepest desires. We want to explore the unknown. We want to 
know what lies ahead. And when we think about the past, we 
wonder what it would be like to go backwards and change things 
that seem wrong to us. What if  we could fix our mistakes? What 
if  we could alter that one tragic choice, or see someone that we 
loved and lost one more time?

In the 2002 film adaptation of  the Time Machine, the main 
character has an interaction with a future result of  humanity’s evil 
choices, called a Morlock. In this interaction, the Morlock says to 
him, “What is time travel except your pathetic attempt to control 
the world around you? Your futile effort to have a question 
answered?...You’re a man haunted by those two most terrible 
words, ‘What if ?’”

We are not able to travel through time, but if  we’re not careful, 
we can be haunted by questions of  ‘what if ?’ We can spend our 
days wishing to control or change things that we cannot, or we 
can trust God – that in our successes and failures, our good and 
bad, that He is working all things together for good to them that 
love Him and are called according to His purposes (Romans 8:28).

King Hezekiah was faced with a tragedy that he wanted to
change. God in His mercy

allowed a different set of
circumstances, but we see a

window into how what 
Hezekiah thought was best

was not best for God’s people.
When things don’t make sense

to us, we need to trust that
God knows what He’s doing.

So what is your “what if ?”

Quote

What is time travel 

except your pathetic 

attempt to control the 

world around you? 

Your futile effort to 

have a question 

answered?...You’re a 
man haunted by those 

two most terrible 

words, ‘What if ?’



Understand the Context

Hezekiah was one of  the good kings of  Judah. He had restored 
much that had been lost after his father, Ahaz, had ruled Judah and 
led them further into idolatry. This idolatry included not only 
worship of  foreign gods, but even elements like human sacrifice in 
the form of  burning infants alive (2 Kings 16:3). Hezekiah’s 
righteousness was exactly what the people of  Judah needed. Just 
as so many good things had gotten underway, the Lord comes to 
Hezekiah through the words of  the prophet Isaiah. God says to 
Hezekiah to “set your house in order; for you shall die.” Many of  
us have sat in hospital rooms where doctors have told us 
essentially the same message about a loved one of  ours, that there 
will be no recovery.

Hezekiah reacted in the way that many of  us would react: he 
wept and called out to the Lord for a different outcome. Hezekiah’s 
prayer would move the Lord in a unique way, but it serves as 
instruction for all of  us in what we see that follows.

Explore the Text (20:1-3)

When we face difficulty, we rarely remember the words of  Job 
that, “though He (God) slay me I will hope in Him.” We are more 
prone to respond like Hezekiah with a prayer that calls out, “Lord, 
what did I do to deserve this?”

Upon Isaiah’s prophecy, Hezekiah turned his face to the wall 
(still a common prayer practice in Israel today – every day at the 
western wall in Jerusalem there are scores of  those who come to 
pray) and wept in prayer. Hezekiah not only begins to bring up his 
own character, but to remind God of  His promises. In that time 
period in Judah/Israel there were numerous statements from Old 
Testament law which gave the general principle that blessing 
followed obedience. Hezekiah reminds the Lord of  his own 
faithfulness to Him when he was faced with possible tragedy.

Not only that, but Hezekiah remembers that the line of  David 
is contingent on God keeping his promise. At this point, from 
what we can tell, there is no heir to David’s throne that has born 
to Hezekiah. Would God break his promise to David, and 
ultimately for the line of  the Messiah? What could be happening?

Key Idea

Stewardship
God’s plans for our 
lives, time, talents, 
resources, and 
circumstances are better 
than our own. We need 
to trust Him and follow.



Obviously, God had not forgotten His promises. He knew they 
would be fulfilled, and He knew of  Hezekiah’s reaction even before 
this came about. Just as Jesus intentionally heals people in certain 
ways in the Gospels, in order to teach us something or to reveal 
something about Himself, here in the Old Testament God is 
intentional with this process concerning Hezekiah. 

Hezekiah has the reaction that many of  us have – the 

assumption that God must have missed something, and that 

God’s plans couldn’t possibly work out as well our plans. Why 
would God do something that seemed to make such little sense, 
like end the life of  Judah’s most righteous king at a time when so 
many reforms and good things are taking place? Well, even 
though God’s plan is ultimately shown in healing Hezekiah, we are 
able to see the fruit of  what happens because of  God’s mercy to 
him.

In Frank Capra’s classic movie, It’s a Wonderful Life, Jimmy 
Stewart plays the role of  George Bailey, whose life is a constant 
stream of  disappointments. He is never able to leave his 
hometown and travel the world. He is never able to be as 
successful in the business world as others seem to be. He is never 
able to feel unchained from those who seem to be living and 
enjoying life around him. He feels a constant obligation to people 
who he believes he has never made any substantial difference 
towards. At one point in the movie, George Bailey comes to 
believe he is “worth more dead than alive.” 

What has made this movie so impactful through the years has 
been the “what if ” that George is able to see – what the world 
would have been like without him. He sees that he has made a 
huge difference in his community and his family. He wasn’t at all 
worth more dead than alive. He wasn’t a failure, he was a hero.

Hezekiah, to put it crudely, would 
come to realize that he was “worth more
dead than alive.” That while the prospect 
of  his death seemed completely tragic to 
him, he would come to find out just how
much of  a negative impact his extended
life would have on the kingdom of  Judah.



God’s mercy and adjustment (v. 4-11)

It is always challenging from our perspective, because we do not 
have the mind of  God, to see His response to our requests. 
Language elsewhere in Scripture that seems to indicate God 
changing His mind, or changing course on His plans also puzzles 
us to understand well. This is challenging because of  what we 
know the Bible also teaches – the sovereignty and perfect plan of  
God. God doesn’t make mistakes, and yet He responds and moves at 
times based on the requests of  His people. 

In this situation, I believe it is best to see that God did this so 
that we might not only see His mercy to Hezekiah, but so that we 
would also see that God’s plans (which Hezekiah could not imagine 
being right) were actually what could have spared Judah a great 
deal of  trouble.

God says to Hezekiah that He would spare his life not only 
because of  his faithfulness to Him, but also because of  needed 
leadership with the threat of  Assyria, for the sake of  His (God’s) 
Name, and the promises made to David about a coming future king 
(v. 6). A miracle takes place to affirm this healing, and a shadow 
moves the wrong direction to prove that Hezekiah would live. We 
expect to then read, “and they all lived happily ever after.”

Sometime in heaven, we will have the ultimate “and they all lived 
happily ever after.” On this side of  eternity, it is never that simple. 
For Hezekiah, it wouldn’t be as well. Sometimes when we walk 
through the toughest circumstances, we draw closer to God like no 
other time in our life. God teaches us things in the valleys that we 
don’t hear clearly on the mountaintop. C.S. Lewis said that, “God 
whispers to us in our pleasures…but shouts in our pain.” As 
Hezekiah had been through significant pain, his dependence on the 
Lord is quickly forgotten when that situation is done. We are prone 
to become foolish when we are finally out of  the valley if  we are 
not careful.

The Unfortunate Epilogue (v. 12-21)

There’s this really funny viral video that shows a sheep trapped 
in a deep ditch face down. A young man rescues the sheep, dangling 
upside down, stuck between 2 sides of  this ditch. Upon being 
rescued and pulled out of  its predicament the sheep begins to run 
and leap in celebration. It even goes to jump back over this ditch. 
When it does so, it falls face first back into the same ditch,

Quote

God whispers to us in 
our pleasures, speaks in 

our conscience, but 
shouts in our pain: it is 

His megaphone to rouse 
a deaf  world.

C.S. Lewis,
The Problem of  Pain



back into the same exact predicament as before! This sheep only had 
about 8 seconds of  freedom before being right back in the same 
spot!

Hezekiah is delivered from illness, only to immediately find 
himself  in a terrible choice, being careless with the enemies of  
Judah. It seems that Merodach-Baladan flatters Hezekiah in some 
way after Hezekiah’s illness, and Hezekiah treats he and his envoy 
not only as allies, but trusted friends. He took them through the 
Fort Knox of  Judah, where the wealth and treasures were, down to 
the last cent. 

It is then that Isaiah comes, under God’s leadership, to say to 
Hezekiah (and I paraphrase) – “what in the world are you thinking?” 
Isaiah says to Hezekiah that not only will the treasure someday be 
carried off  to Babylon, but his descendants will be carried off  as 
well, in exile. It is then that we see one of  the darkest windows into 
Hezekiah’s thoughts. This man who had cried desperately over 

his own health and well-being, upon hearing that his 

descendants and his people will be robbed and exiled thinks to 

himself  – “Why not? If  there will be peace and security in my
days?” (italics added for emphasis).

God’s plans, His timing, His purposes are never selfish. Ours 
often are. Often when we question God’s purposes, somewhere at 
the root of  that is how it affects us. If  we’re not careful, our own 
hearts can be cold.

Hezekiah accomplished a great deal, and this failure does not 
undo all that God did through him, but it helps us see that the 
mistakes of  Hezekiah’s additional 15 years had lasting 
consequences, and Hezekiah bore responsibility in that. When we 
read on we also see that Hezekiah had a son that was born to him in 
these extra 15 years – Manasseh. I’d encourage you to read what the 
Bible says about him in the opening verses of  2 Kings 21. To 
summarize, 2 Kings 21:9 says that Manasseh “led (Judah)

astray to do more evil than the
nations had done whom the Lord

destroyed before the people of
Israel.” Manasseh sacrificed his child
in the fire, and led Israel to all kinds

of  wicked and brutal things. He
“shed so much innocent blood that

he filled Jerusalem from end to end.”



But there was no other way, right?

So, God had no choice but to extend Hezekiah’s life, right? He had 
to keep His promise to David about preserving the line, and after 
all the only option was to grant Hezekiah more time, right? 
Actually no, that’s not the full picture.

Luke 3 and Matthew 1 each give Jesus’ genealogy. Some, like 
myself, believe that Matthew gives Joseph’s line and Luke gives 
Mary’s line. While Matthew shows Hezekiah and Manasseh in 
Jesus’ line of  succession, Luke traces Jesus’ line through Nathan, 
another one of  David’s sons. Neither Hezekiah nor Manasseh are 
included. So, long story short, God did NOT have to allow 
Hezekiah to live long enough to produce an heir on his own – and 
if  God had not allowed Hezekiah those extra years, it may have 
been much better for Judah, despite all that Hezekiah had done 
previously.

From Hezekiah’s perspective, God’s ending of  his life made no 
sense because of  the faithfulness that Hezekiah felt that he had 
shown. Hezekiah did not understand that the foolishness he would 
show in the additional years would have a negative impact on the 
entire nation – and reveal his own selfishness.

From Hezekiah’s perspective, God’s ending of  his life made no 
sense because he thought, “how will the promises made to David 
hold true unless I have a son?” While Hezekiah believed that God 
was not holding true to His promise, he didn’t realize that God 
already had the details worked out.

From Hezekiah’s perspective, the last thing he wanted to 
experience was the pain and loss of  death. We can identify with 
that, can’t we? But Hezekiah wasn’t able to see past his own 
thoughts, emotions, and fears to recognize that God was in 
control.

So, what does this have to do with Stewardship?

Each of  us have been given a finite amount of  resources. We only 
have so much time, talent, money, and energy. We balance all these 
and inevitably get the balance wrong from time to time, even on 
our best days. We need to take a lesson from Hezekiah.

In each of  our lives, God knows what He is doing with the 
amount of  financial resources that He has blessed us with. The

Quote

“If  you want to know 
the value of  one year, 
just ask a student who 

failed a course.

If  you want to know 
the value of  one month, 
ask a mother who gave 

birth to a premature 
baby.

If  you want to know 
the value of  one hour, 
ask the lovers waiting 

to meet.

If  you want to know 
the value of  one minute, 
ask the person who just 

missed the bus.

If  you want to know 
the value of  one second, 
ask the person who just 
escaped death in a car 

accident.

And if  you want to 
know the value of  one-
hundredth of  a second, 
ask the athlete who won 

a silver medal in the 
Olympics.”

―Marc Levy



trap that we can fall into is saying, “well, I would be faithful in financial 
stewardship if  I had more money.” Actually, God has blessed us with 
what He has granted to us, and in that He calls us to be faithful. 
Whether we make less, the same, or more next year. How can we trust 
that what God has given us, He has a plan for? How can we be faithful, 
and not wasteful, stewards of  what He has given us?

Likewise, we can say, “I would serve God if  I was more talented,” or 
perhaps, “I just don’t have time right now to be faithful in serving God, 
but when my life slows down I will.” It’s true that at times we have to 
take stock of  our life and see if  we need to slow it down in order to be 
faithful, but many times we can very quickly make excuses in order to 
consider ourselves more important than God’s plans which might not fit 
our desires perfectly.

Is there any way today that your “what ifs” are holding you back? Is 
this just about all of  the circumstances being perfect, or trusting God 
with being faithful even when the road looks different than what you 
thought it might. Hezekiah really thought he had it all figured out, and 
he knew God’s plans better than God Himself. He found out the 
opposite.

I want to invite you to spend time in prayer today, perhaps thinking 
of  Hezekiah, or other passages in the Bible that have come to mind. I 
think of  John the Baptist having the opposite attitude – “He (Jesus) 
must increase, and I must decrease” or the apostle Paul – “to live is 
Christ and to die is gain.” 

Drawing closer to Jesus reshapes our priorities, and brings us to 
trust Him more and more. Aren’t you thankful that we can trust Him? 
One of  the passages that I have come to love through the years comes 
from Psalm 131, verse 2: “I have calmed and quieted my soul, like a 
weaned child with its mother…is my soul within me.” Or like one well-
known hymn: “Only trust Him, only trust Him, only trust Him now.” 
Are you willing to trust the Lord, despite your circumstances, that He is 
in control and we can respond by being faithful?

Questions for Consideration:

1. How do you think we can take God our desires for healing, help, 
and peace and still honor His control and plan?

2. Why do you think Hezekiah failed so terribly after the Lord was so 
gracious to him?

3. How do you think we can be challenged by Hezekiah’s story?



Week 4 (October 23) 

Thankfulness & Freedom from Comparison
Stewardship Drives Us to Thankfulness and a Realization of  
God’s Blessing

Matthew 20:1-16
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Matthew, Mark, and Luke are sometimes referred to as the Synoptic Gospels. This 
means that between the 3 of  them, there are a lot of  common stories, quotations, etc. 
They share a great deal in common with one another. It is unusual, especially in 
Matthew and Mark, to see material that is ONLY included in one Gospel account.

Interestingly enough, we have an under the radar parable that Jesus tells which is 
only recorded here in Matthew 20. Though it is not as well known as parables like 
The Good Samaritan, the Prodigal Son(s), the Sower, etc. it is a very valuable 
teaching from Jesus on thankfulness, on the grace and blessings of  God, on the 
futility of  comparison and pettiness that lead to ungrateful hearts.

And so the questions are posed to each of  us – “how will we react to God’s 
blessing to us?” “Will we realize that God has given more to us than some others, and 
at the same time perhaps less than some others?” “Do we realize that if  God was fair

we would all get nothing?” I hope that today’s study will help us to break wrong 
mindsets, and be thankful for the graciousness of  our Master.

ICEBREAKER (Group Discussion Questions)
Depending on your group, some of  these questions may best fit as rhetorical questions. Feel 

free to use your own judgment.

1. Why do you think one of  the first phrases that children learn to use is, “that’s 
not fair!”?

2. Do you remember a time in your life where you feel you received less than you 
deserved? More than you deserved?



Opening Thoughts (from the Expositor’s Bible Commentary)
Underlines and bold emphasis are my own below

From this one (parable), found only in Matthew, we learn how “the last” 
person can become “first” (19:30)—by free grace. The point is not that 
those who work just an hour do as much as those who work all day 
…nor that the willingness of  the latecomers matches that of  the all-day 
workers, nor that Gentiles are the latecomers in contrast to the Jews 
(the context knows no such distinctions), nor that all men are equal 
before God or that all kingdom work is equal. 

The parable begins with a typical scene and introduces not-typical 
elements to surprise the reader and make a powerful point. “Jesus 
deliberately and cleverly led the listeners along by degrees until 

they understood that if  God’s generosity was to be represented by 
a man, such a man would be different from any man ever 

encountered” (p. 209).
D. A. Carson,  in The Expositors Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein, vol. 8 (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 

Publishing House, 1984), 427.

Jesus’ point is very well made (what else would you expect, right?). 
Who could be as generous as God? How in the world would we try to 
show that in a human scenario? This story is about the generosity of  
God, but it also is a challenge to all of  us – that comparison, arguments 
about fairness, or anger and bitterness as opposed to thankfulness, are 
not the solution.

May God challenge our hearts towards thankfulness, and the best 
use of  our time, resources, and energy – which will be more than some 
and less than others. Instead of  jealousy, confusion, or frustration, may 
the Lord help us to be thankful and faithful!



Exploring the Text (v. 1-8)

The concept of  a “day laborer” is still with us, and was actually 
still quite common all the way up to a few decades ago. Folks who 
have some age on them will probably know of  areas where men 
could gather to be picked up by work crews for a single day’s work 
in much the same context as the parable here. If  you are under 40 
years of  age, your closest example may be Napoleon Dynamite’s 
day of  work at the local chicken farm! Regardless of  how you 
envision it, this parable was showing people who were low-income 
wage earners. Another way to say it would be people who didn’t 
have consistent work, but were unsure where their next paycheck 
was coming from on a daily basis.

The passage starts off  by saying this is an illustration about 
“the kingdom of  heaven.” While this does show us something 
about the eternal relationship and love of  the Father that we will 
experience in heaven forever, and also how our entry into heaven 
was the free gift of  God through Jesus regardless of  our work, it 
is not only about heaven. 

Sometimes the phrase “kingdom of  heaven” was used 
synonymously with “kingdom of  God” because of  reverence for 
God’s name. And so a story about the kingdom of  heaven didn’t 
just have to do with eternity, but about the rule of  God in our 
lives and His plans and purposes for us. This parable is an 
excellent example of  both a “heaven” and a “God’s kingdom” 
application in our lives.

Incidentally, the wage agreed upon was a denarius, which was a 
standard day’s wage for a laborer. It was even the standard pay for 
a day’s wage for a foot soldier at the time, so if  anything picking 
grapes would certainly be a better alternative than going to war.

The master recruits workers at about 6:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 12:00 
noon, 3:00 p.m., and even at 5:00 p.m. (near the end of  the

working day). It is
then that the Master
arranges to pay them

and he does this in
a very intentional way:

“call the laborers and
pay them…beginning

with the last…”

Matthew 20:1-8

“For the kingdom of  
heaven is like a master 
of  a house who went 

out early in the 
morning to hire 
laborers for his 
vineyard. After 

agreeing with the 
laborers for a denarius a 
day, he sent them into 

his vineyard. And going 
out about the third hour 
he saw others standing 

idle in the 
marketplace, and to 

them he said, ‘You go 
into the vineyard too, 

and whatever is right I 
will give you.’ So they 
went. Going out again 
about the sixth hour 

and the ninth hour, he 
did the same. And about 

the eleventh hour he 
went out and found 

others standing. And he 
said to them, ‘Why do 
you stand here idle all 
day?’ 7 They said to 

him, ‘Because no one 
has hired us.’ He said to 
them, ‘You go into the 

vineyard too.’ And when 
evening came, the 

owner of  the vineyard 
said to his foreman, 

‘Call the laborers and 
pay them their wages, 

beginning with the last, 
up to the first.’



Corrie Ten Boom on Forgiveness

It was in a church in Munich that I saw him, a balding heavyset man in a gray overcoat, a brown 

felt hat clutched between his hands. People were filing out of  the basement room where I had 

just spoken, moving along the rows of  wooden chairs to the door at the rear. It was 1947 and I 

had come from Holland to defeated Germany with the message that God forgives. It was the 

truth they needed most to hear … “When we confess our sins,” I said, “God casts them into the 
deepest ocean, gone forever.”

The solemn faces stared back at me, not quite daring to believe. There were never questions 

after a talk in Germany in 1947. People stood up in silence, in silence collected their wraps, in 

silence left the room. And that’s when I saw him, working his way forward against the others. 
One moment I saw the overcoat and the brown hat; the next, a blue uniform and a visored cap 

with its skull and crossbones.

It came back with a rush: the huge room with its harsh overhead lights, the pathetic pile of  

dresses and shoes in the center of  the floor, the shame of  walking naked past this man. I could 

see my sister’s frail form ahead of  me, ribs sharp beneath the parchment skin. Betsie, how thin 
you were! Betsie and I had been arrested for concealing Jews in our home during the Nazi 

occupation of  Holland; this man had been a guard at Ravensbrück concentration camp where we 

were sent. Now he was in front of  me, hand thrust out: “A fine message, fräulein! How good it is 

to know that, as you say, all our sins are at the bottom of  the sea!”
And I, who had spoken so glibly of  forgiveness, fumbled in my pocketbook rather than take 

that hand. He would not remember me, of  course–how could he remember one prisoner among 

those thousands of  women? But I remembered him and the leather crop swinging from his belt. 

It was the first time since my release that I had been face to face with one of  my captors and my 

blood seemed to freeze. “You mentioned Ravensbrück in your talk,” he was saying. “I was a guard 
in there.” No, he did not remember me. “But since that time,” he went on, “I have become a 
Christian. I know that God has forgiven me for the cruel things I did there, but I would like to 

hear it from your lips as well. Fräulein”–again the hand came out–“will you forgive me?”  
And I stood there–I whose sins had every day to be forgiven–and could not. Betsie had died in 

that place–could he erase her slow terrible death simply for the asking? It could not have been 

many seconds that he stood there, hand held out, but to me it seemed hours as I wrestled with 

the most difficult thing I had ever had to do. For I had to do it–I knew that. The message that 

God forgives has a prior condition: that we forgive those who have injured us. “If  you do not 
forgive men their trespasses,” Jesus says, “neither will your Father in heaven forgive your 
trespasses.” I knew it not only as a commandment of  God, but as a daily experience. 
…Forgiveness is not an emotion–I knew that too. Forgiveness is an act of  the will, and the will 

can function regardless of  the temperature of  the heart. “Jesus, help me!” I prayed silently. “I can 
lift my hand. I can do that much. You supply the feeling.” And so woodenly, mechanically, I thrust 

my hand into the one stretched out to me. And as I did, an incredible thing took place. The 

current started in my shoulder, raced down my arm, sprang into our joined hands. And then this 

healing warmth seemed to flood my whole being, bringing tears to my eyes.

“I forgive you, brother!” I cried. “With all my heart!” For a long moment we grasped each 

other’s hands, the former guard and the former prisoner. I had never known God’s love so 
intensely as I did then.



Watching the Last Go 

First (v. 8-16)

Corrie Ten Boom’s story is a powerful 
reminder of  the grand scale of  
forgiveness. Most of  us will never have

Matthew 20:9-16

And when those 

hired about the 

eleventh hour came, 

each of  them received 

a denarius. Now when 

those hired first came, 

they thought they 

would receive more, 

but each of  them also 

received a 

denarius. And on 

receiving it they 

grumbled at the 

master of  the 

house, saying, ‘These 
last worked only one 

hour, and you have 

made them equal to us 

who have borne the 

burden of  the day 

and the scorching 

heat.’ But he replied 

to one of  

them, ‘Friend, I am 
doing you no wrong. 

Did you not agree 

with me for a 

denarius? Take what 

belongs to you and go. 

I choose to give to 

this last worker as I 

give to you. Am I not 

allowed to do what I 

choose with what 

belongs to me? Or do 

you begrudge my 

generosity?’ So the 

last will be first, and 

the first last.”

to forgive anyone in the way that Corrie did, but regardless, God’s 
forgiveness of  us will always outshine our forgiveness of  others. 
And so we can forgive in God’s strength and with His help.

The parable gives an intentional point in verse 8 to really 
climax the essence of  the story in that the workers who had been 
in the vineyard for 3 hours, 6 hours, 9 hours, 11 hours saw that the 
ones who had just come in the door would be paid the same as 
them! They were furious. After all, how could it be fair to offer the 
same wage for a few minutes of  work as it would for a whole day’s 
work!

Earlier in the day, they agreed that a denarius would be a fair 
price for a day’s work, and were content, even excited, to work for 
that. However, there was something really tough about watching 
others get paid the same for seemingly less work. 

Misery Loves Company

An old Russian joke tells the story of  a peasant with one cow who 
hates his neighbor because he has two cows. A sorcerer offers to 
grant the envious farmer a single wish. “Kill one of  my neighbor’s 
cows!” he demands.

There is something inside of  us that can’t help but compare. 
“Why do they have more?”, “don’t I deserve _______ if  I did 
_______?”, or maybe “it’s just not fair!” Because of  our sinfulness 
we often neglect to think of  those who have less, but we are quick 
to be jealous of  those who seem to have more. This can be applied 
to finances, relationships, time, jobs, and a whole host of  other

things. The message of  Jesus’
parable challenges that notion

in our lives. Are we willing
to be thankful and merciful,

and see what God will do when
we have an attitude that honors

Him and gives us a heart for others? 



The Last Will Be First

The role of  God’s work in our life, in salvation, and in eternity is 
one of  grace (undeserved, unmerited favor). Whatever we receive 
from Him as a blessing is more than we deserve. If  it is more than 
we deserve, it will be more than others deserve as well.

The argument of  the workers who had been there most or all 
of  the day is shown in verse 12. “These last worked only one hour, 
and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of  the day and the scorching heat.” A job that perhaps seemed 
good early that morning, now is characterized with language such 
as a burden to bear and heat that scorches those working. Their 
entire perspective has been turned around by seeing an 
undeserved gift given to others who seemingly did less than them.

The master’s answer to them is telling. To begin with, He calls 
them “friend.” Aren’t you thankful that through Christ, God calls 
us friends as well when we have trusted in what Jesus has done? 
He then goes on to say that He is not only doing them no wrong 
(since they agreed on the amount to be paid) and His actions are 

not an injustice to them, but rather grace to others. The 
powerful question He asks is humbling to us as well: “Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me?”

Several folks in the Bible seemed to pose similar questions as 
these workers to the Lord. Remember Job, who can’t seem to 
answer the question, “why?” in his life? When God speaks to him 
at the end of  the book, God’s answer can perhaps be best summed 
up in saying, “I don’t owe you an explanation.”

Habakkuk tells the story of  a man who questioned God’s plan 
as if  He was ignorant of  evil in the world. He is answered by God 
in a way that humbles him into remembering that God’s plans are 
perfect and Habakkuk had no need to instruct Him. In Romans 9, 
the Apostle Paul speaks
about God’s right to do 
with His created beings as 
He sees fit, and that He is 
justified as the Creator and
Life-Giver to deal with us
as He chooses.

If  God has a right to do

with us as He sees fit – for

good or ill – why should we

ever question His grace?

Key Idea

Part of  our 

stewardship is a 

thankful response to a 

gracious Lord, and a 

heart that desires to 

see God’s grace 
extended to others.



Conclusion

When Jesus concludes the parable He asks a 2nd

question from the voice of  the Master: “or do you 
begrudge My generosity?” Cain begrudged Abel’s
favor from the Lord instead of  dealing with his own heart and 
response. I’m sure that Corrie Ten Boom had to wrestle with the 
thoughts of  God’s grace being shown to a Nazi guard who had 
been so cruel to her friends and family, even to the point of  
contributing to their death.

I remember a conversation that I had years ago with a young 
lady in our church and her friend who she really wanted me to 
speak to about Jesus. As we spoke about the message of  the Bible, 
and points of  doctrine, she came to the question that most 
bothered her about Christianity (paraphrasing from my memory): 
“I guess the thing that bothers me the most is what happens to 
those really awful people who choose to believe? How can they 
just be forgiven? That’s what makes the least sense to me.”

I tried to respond the best I could with the Lord’s help to 
essentially say, “we’re all those awful people in God’s eyes.” By 
God’s grace, in time, this young lady placed her faith in Jesus 
thanks to the faithful kindness and truth spoken into her life by 
her friend and others. 

Grace is never deserved, from the trust in Jesus’ work on the 
cross and resurrection – to the question of  Why do I live in this 

house? Why am I married to this person? Why is my salary this, while 

this other person is that? Why, why, why, why?

The answer of  the parable is found in the following verses 
where Jesus describes His coming crucifixion. Whatever difficulty 
we might face, Jesus has faced more on our behalf, though He 
Himself  did not deserve it.  He did this out of  love for each of  us, 
willingly and without hesitation.

Those who follow Jesus will grow in their desire to see God’s 
grace, undeserved for us all, shown to all people. The work of  the 
Holy Spirit in our life will cause us to be less jealous, less entitled, 
less condemning, and less focused on what we get versus what 
others get, what we think we deserve and what we think others 
deserve. How would God call you to the motivation of  God’s love 
shown to us in Christ for how we respond with our resources, our 
means, our attitudes, and our hearts?

Matthew 20:17-19

And as Jesus was going 
up to Jerusalem, he took 

the twelve disciples 
aside, and on the way he 

said to them, “See, we 
are going up to 

Jerusalem. And the Son 
of  Man will be 

delivered over to the 
chief  priests and 
scribes, and they 

will condemn him to 
death and deliver him 
over to the Gentiles to 
be mocked and flogged 
and crucified, and he 
will be raised on the 

third day.”



Questions for Discussion:

Why do you think we are prone to let God’s goodness to others 
interfere with God’s goodness to us?

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

How can a person come to rejoice in “the last” receiving the grace 
of  Jesus in salvation and in the blessings of  life?

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

What do you think this story has to say for how we would use our 
hearts, our time, our financial resources, and our energy for God’s 
kingdom?

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

A Greek Denarius from around the 
B.C./A.D. transition.



Week 5 (October 30) 

The Tug of  War & The Sweet Release
Stewardship Sets Free the Person Who Lets Go of  What is 
Keeping Them From Taking Jesus’ Hand

Luke 18:18-30 (parallel passages in Matthew 19:16-30, Mark 10:17-31)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sometimes the hardest thing to do is to let go. We might be willing to take on more 
work, more projects, more difficulty even at times in our life for the sake of  what God 
would call us to, but it is even harder to let go of  thing we don’t wish to lose. Jesus 
has a conversation with a man who had some barriers in his way to being able to 
truly follow Jesus. He didn’t understand his own lost state; he didn’t understand who 
Jesus truly was; and he didn’t have a willingness for a relationship with Jesus that cost 
him something.

To some extent, we are all like this man. Jesus doesn’t usually call us to sell all 
that we have in order to follow Him, but He does at times challenge us to let go of  
things that we hold dear in order to be able to take hold of  Him in a fuller way. As we 
close our Life Group series, let’s lean in to Jesus’ interaction with this man in whom 
we will see ourselves if  we look hard enough.

ICEBREAKER (Group Discussion Questions)
Depending on your group, some of  these questions may best fit as rhetorical questions. Feel 

free to use your own judgment.

1. Was there a toy you had as a child that you couldn’t imagine living without?

2. Why do you think we tend to separate our faith from what we possess? Why do 
you think we are more comfortable thinking that our faith and our possessions 
have nothing to do with each other?



Pieces of  the Story

The Story of  the Rich Young Ruler is found in Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke. Luke tells us that he was a ruler. Matthew tells us that he was 
young. From the wording used by Luke, most likely this person was a 
prominent, wealthy, civic leader of  some type. He probably was not a 
ruler of  the Pharisees or involved in religious leadership since he was 
young, but was probably a well-known, civically involved person of  
leadership and wealth.

In all 3 Gospels, this story takes place right after Jesus’ declaration 
to let the little children come to Him, and that anyone who “does not 
receive the kingdom of  God like a child shall not enter it” (Luke 18:17). 
The story of  the Rich Young Ruler is a story of  someone who would 
NOT receive the kingdom of  God like a child. Part of  childlike faith 

is valuing Jesus more than wealth, possessions, etc. and finding 

freedom in letting go of  what is holding us back from Him.

To Trap a Monkey

In some parts of  the world, monkeys are trapped in a very simple way. 
Many of  the places where monkeys live are tropical, meaning that there 
are often plenty of  coconut trees around. For anyone trying to catch a 
monkey, they simply need to take a coconut, and cut a small hole in the 
side of  it. From there they can clean out the inside of  the coconut and 
leave enough space for bait. Usually they will use a type of  food, but 
other times they will use something shiny or jingly like a set of  keys.

At some point the trappers will inevitably hear the screams of  a 
monkey caught by their trap, and as they go to it they will see a monkey 
whose hand is stuck in the coconut. The trap works on a very simple 
premise – the hole in the coconut is just large enough for the 

monkey to place his hand in and grab what
is inside. However, when he is holding the

object on the inside he cannot pull his hand
back out, because his hand is now larger

when it is grasping the bait. Rather than go
free, the monkey will hold on to the object,
scream, protest, and eventually be caught,
even if  it takes hours. He will not let go

even for freedom’s sake.



Luke 18:18-21

And a ruler asked him, 
“Good Teacher, what 
must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 19 And 

Jesus said to him, “Why 
do you call me good? 
No one is good except 

God alone. 20 You know 
the commandments: ‘Do 

not commit adultery, 
Do not murder, Do not 
steal, Do not bear false 

witness, Honor your 
father and 

mother.’” 21 And he 
said, “All these I have 
kept from my youth.”

Opening Verses (18-21)

The man in our story has learned at some point that if  you want a 
kind response from someone, flattery is a good place to start. Jesus’ 
question back to him seems to challenge him in this way, when 
Jesus says, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God 
alone.” Jesus is not stating that He is not good, or that He is not 
God, He is simply allowing this man to unpack his own heart. He is 
not going to be able to manipulate Jesus. He’s going to have to be 
vulnerable, as we have to be if  we will come to Jesus.

Jesus then lists off  a number of  commandments to the young 
man. These commandments condemn all of  us. As the apostle Paul 
would go on to say, the law would not provide hope for any of  us, 
only a revealing mirror of  our own sin (Romans 7). When I look at 
this list I see a checklist of  my own failure – from Jesus’ words 
about how our thoughts also find us guilty even if  we have not 
taken physical action in areas of  adultery and murder (Matthew 5). 
Many of  us have stolen something at some point, we have lied, we 
have failed to honor our parents. We are all guilty.

This man’s response shows the state of  his heart – “all these I 
have kept from my youth.” Perhaps this man is in denial. Perhaps he 
is delusional. Perhaps he is simply ignorant of  the application of  
this law. Regardless, he needs an understanding of  his need for a 
Savior, his guilt, and forgiveness that only Jesus gives. Just a few 
verses before in Luke we could read about the Pharisee and the tax 
collector, where the tax collector’s honest, humble prayer is heard 
above the proud prayer of  the Pharisee. When we don’t 
acknowledge our need for saving, there is nowhere else to go unless 
that gets understood.

Jesus’ Challenge and the Man’s Response (22-23)

Jesus’ next statement to this man is very surprising. For many of  
us we would have been tempted to say to this man something along 
the lines of, “don’t you know that all have sinned?”, “no you 
certainly haven’t kept every commandment, let me show you.” Jesus 
doesn’t do that. Jesus, knowing this man’s heart, calls him to 
something that he knows he needs to hear for the state of  his heart: 
“sell all that you have…and come follow me.”



The Case of  a Steward

J.R.R. Tolkien’s fantasy epic The Lord of  the Rings is a well-known 
literary classic. In this story, we are introduced to a character known as 
the Steward of  Gondor, named Denethor. The kingdom of  Gondor has 
been without a true king for centuries. In the absence of  a king to sit on 
the throne, the kingdom was entrusted to a line of  Stewards. As with 
the theme of  this month, stewardship is about best using and caring for 
that which is not our own, but with which we have been entrusted.

At one point in the story, Denethor realizes that the king is soon 
going to be returning – however he is not able to deal with the thought 
of  giving up the throne that he and his family had held for many years. 
This steward had come to think of  himself  as owner, sovereign, and 
king though he was entrusted with possessions, rule, and position that 
didn’t belong to him.

In a moment of  Denethor’s rage, the wizard Gandalf  says to him, 
“authority is not given to you to deny the return of  the king, Steward!” 
He had to remember his place, and his place was not an owner, nor a 
king, but a caretaker.

Like Denethor, we are all only caretakers, and it all belongs to the 
King. The Gospel of  Luke particularly brings out this balance that in 
order to take hold of  Jesus, we are at times going to have to let go of  
other things whether sin, possessions, attitudes, etc. The Rich Young 
Ruler is given the opportunity to follow Jesus, but it will cost him an act 
of  letting go of  the things which are holding him back.

Jesus’ Offer Revisited

Imagine the ability to follow Jesus in person. John tells us that if  all the 
things he had seen in the 3 years he followed Jesus were written down 
that the world would not have room for the books it would take to 
record it. What price would you pay to see Jesus raise the dead, calm the

storm, or wash your feet? We sometimes think
of  Jesus’ question here of  being heavy, but can

you compare this man’s wealth for the once
in eternity chance to walk with Jesus during

His ministry? That is a priceless offer. 
Unfortunately, all this man can think about is
what it will cost him. To follow Jesus, he has

to be freed from all that holds him back.

Luke 18:22-23

When Jesus heard 
this, he said to 

him, “One thing 
you still lack. Sell 
all that you have 
and distribute to 
the poor, and you 
will have treasure 

in heaven; and 
come, follow 

me.” 23 But when he 
heard these things, 
he became very sad, 

for he was 
extremely rich.



Luke 18:23-27

Jesus, seeing that he 
had become sad, 

said, “How difficult it is 
for those who have 
wealth to enter the 

kingdom of  God! 25 For 
it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of  a 

needle than for a rich 
person to enter the 

kingdom of  
God.” 26 Those who 
heard it said, “Then 

who can be 
saved?” 27 But he 

said, “What is 
impossible with man is 

possible with God.”

We too quickly think that Jesus’ offer for us to let go of  things is 
simply for our own pain, but often it is for our own freedom. This 
does not always apply, but at times we don’t see how something was 
holding us back until we are willing to let go of  it, and we see that 
what God had in mind was right and good, even if  we don’t see it 
as better until eternity.

I wonder what the balance between “wouldn’t” and “couldn’t” 
was for this man. Did his wealth have such a hold on him that he 
couldn’t imagine parting with it? Did he even consider Jesus’ offer 
for more than a few seconds? How quickly did he talk himself  out 
of  thinking that Jesus was worth listening to?

Jesus’ Warning (24-27)

Mark’s Gospel tells us that Jesus felt love for this man. This offer 
wasn’t to dismiss him or ridicule him, it wasn’t to trap him or even 
just to sadden him. It was an offer of  rescue. I believe Jesus, even in 
His sovereign understanding of  what this man would do, was sad 
along with him.

The most well-known phrase in this passage is probably what 
Jesus says to his disciples, “how difficult it is for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of  God. It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of  a needle than for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of  God.” This kind of  statement would lead all of  us to 
despair as well, along with the disciples (we see their reaction later)

There is something about wealth that holds us back. The “love 
of  money” is the “root of  all evil” for this very reason. 

Almost no one considers themselves wealthy. Even some of  the 
wealthiest folks I have known in my lifetime have said things like, 
“I don’t have money like _______ does.” Likewise, I have stood in 
gypsy villages in Romania where running water, doors, windows, 
and even basic food needs are often absent. They have looked on me 
as a person of  unimaginable wealth.

Whether we look at ourselves as wealthy or not, we need to see 
that this story concerns us today, because for all of  us there can be 
ways that our clinging to something can be holding us back from 
Jesus or from what Jesus wants to do through what He has 
entrusted to us. If  we’re not careful we miss the priceless offer for 
the hold of  what we know the price of. We can think of  ourselves 
as kings and queens instead of  stewards.



The Hope (26-30)

The disciples had no idea what to do with the words that Jesus had just 
said. They had assumed based on the superstitions of  their culture that 
the people who were wealthy were closest to God, and those who were 
poor were facing the punishment they deserved. If  even the wealthy 
were not righteous, what hope was there for them?

Jesus had referenced an impossible task – a camel passing through 
the eye of  a (sewing) needle. There are some who believe that this 
reference was to a small door in Jerusalem’s gate that was closed after a 
certain point in the evening, and referred to as “the eye of  the needle.” 
It would be difficult to get a camel through this door, though not 
impossible perhaps. However, there is not a clear indication that Jesus 
was referring to this door in Jerusalem. So, it is probably best to see 
Jesus’ statement as a statement of  something that is “impossible” and 
not simply “difficult.”

The hold that wealth and stuff  has on our hearts is heavy. 
Regardless of  your situation, more than half  of  the world’s population 
considers you wealthy if  you have a place to stay with 4 walls and a 
roof, money in your bank account or pocket, and maybe even a car to 
ride around in. More than money, our generation has called us to busy 
up our lives to a breaking point, with little time for unplanned kingdom 
purposes. Whether time, money, relationships, etc. do you find yourself  
holding onto anything that is holding you back from Jesus?

Jesus’ statement of  greatest hope in this passage is “what is impossible 
with man is possible with God.” He would go on to say no one who has 
left behind any number of  valuable things for His sake will fail to 
receive many times more in this life and the life to come. That may not 
mean more economic wealth, or circumstantial ease, but it will mean the 
peace of  God that passes all understanding (Phil 4) and being able to 
see the unwritten, eternally priceless things that God will do in and 
around us.

The Rich Young Ruler is only part one of  a story that
will play out differently in the life of  a man named

Zacchaeus. There is hope for those who possess, 
and there is an example for us to see the joy and

freedom that come to those who follow Jesus, even
at a cost to themselves.  

Luke 18:26-30

Those who heard it 
said, “Then who 

can be 
saved?” 27 But he 

said, “What is 
impossible with 
man is possible 

with God.” 28 And 
Peter said, “See, we 
have left our homes 

and followed 
you.” 29 And he said 

to them, “Truly, I 
say to you, there is 
no one who has left 

house or wife or 
brothers or parents 
or children, for the 

sake of  the 
kingdom of  

God, 30 who will 
not receive many 
times more in this 

time, and in the age 
to come eternal 

life.”



Final Thoughts

Typically, any group who studies this passage goes through a 
predictable process. At first they deal with the thought of  “well, 
Jesus doesn’t call us to sell everything to follow Him, right?” Of  
course the answer to this is “no.”

The fuller answer is that God’s desire is not that we would be 
destitute. He doesn’t desire poverty for His children, and for us to 
have to be dependent on others. While God hasn’t called us to chase 
after or love wealth, He has called us to be faithful and best use what 
we have been entrusted with. That has to be kept in mind when 
reading this account. Wealth is not specifically the enemy, but the 
hold that possessions can have over us is.

As I mentioned, some times whether in a life group, or a worship 
center listening to a sermon, or simply reading this account in our 
time alone with the Lord, we can follow a predictable process.

1. Well Jesus doesn’t mean we all have to sell everything 
does He?

2. No? Oh good, I was scared I was going to have to do 
something, but thankfully these words were to the rich 
young ruler.

3. No real change

While putting your house on the market is probably not, and 
probably shouldn’t be your reaction, it would be right for all of  us 
to consider how God might set us free from what is holding us back 
from knowing and following Jesus, by asking Him to speak to our 
hearts and birth the response of  “cheerfully giving” to Him –
whether time, talents, money, energy, etc. I hope that the words of  
this story encourage us, and that they also challenge us. I encourage 
you to spend time on that challenge today.

Letting Go: An Application

When I was in college, I came to love the music of  a man who was 
already with the Lord at that time, named Rich Mullins. If  you have 
ever sang “Our God is an Awesome God” or “My Deliverer is 
coming, my Deliverer is standing by” then you are familiar with his 
music as well. In addition to countless words that God has used in 
my life through songs he has penned, I also became amazed at parts 
of  his testimony. While he died tragically in an accident at 43 years



old, his life impacted a great many people. Late in his short life he spent 
much of  his time on Native American reservations teaching music and 
sharing hope with people who desperately needed it. Perhaps most 
amazing is that as his career took off  and he became one of  the most 
successful Christian recording artists of  all-time, he never knew how 
much money he made.

Rich asked the elders of  his church to receive all the royalties from 
his music, and do with that what they sensed the Lord’s leading in, and 
they were to pay him the average working man’s salary in the United 
States each year. At the time, that was around $19,000 a year. Much less 
than the hundreds of  thousands of  dollars that were coming in. Rich 
once replied when asked about this that he didn’t know how much 
money he made, and in not knowing it became much easier to give away. 
When asked how he managed to keep up such a practice he replied, 
“why would I want more of  something that to love is the root of  all 
evil?” Rich didn’t have a wife or family to support. His situation is not 
exactly like each of  ours, but I have always been challenged by it.

How would the Lord challenge you today, to let go and to take hold, 
not in bondage, but in freedom? What does He want to do in and 
through you for His glory, His purposes, and His perfect plan?

Questions for Discussion

1. How can you sympathize with the Rich Young Ruler?

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

2. Have you ever experienced freedom in letting go of  something?

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

3. What hope does the story of  the Rich Young Ruler offer?

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Key Idea

Stewardship
At times in our life, 

to be faithful 
stewards, means 

letting go of  
certain things in 

order to take closer 
hold of  what Jesus 

has for us.


